












Thank you for your participation in
our Sonoran VIII Conference.  I really
like this conference since it highlights
all the best things we can do and the
people who can do them.  The
Sonoran VIII committee really did
themselves proud this year with a
great new venue for plant sales, a
new more convenient schedule, a
great show and silent auction,
interesting speakers and great
hands-on workshops, special
exhibits, book sales and the Tucson

Decorative Painters Guild and their wonder painted gourds. It
was a great weekend.  

Remember!  It’s less than 2 year to Sonoran IX and we have
already started to plan for that event.

Our last meeting was about Opuntias and I just can’t leave the
subject, so I am proposing that we entertain establishing an
Opuntoid Garden in Tucson.  That’s the whole family. Here are
my thoughts.

Tucson Cactus & Succulent Society
“Opuntiod Garden”

Prickly pears and their relatives are an important economic
plants which are used for food by humans and many animals
and insect species, landscape material for the southwestern
environment, medicinal and cosmetic purpose and more.  

Brief description:
A several acre facility to highlight opuntias and related genera.
This would be a public demonstration garden, a research garden,
an educational facility and small nursery facility.

Support:
Land would be leased from local, state or the federal government
at a very nominal cost.  No additional taxpayer support would be
required and funds for development would come from grants,
gifts, the TCSS and other supportive organizations.

The facility would support the introduction and care of all forms
of this group of plants including many hybrids. It would also
support hybridization of this group to fill the needs of a diverse
group of constituents.

Events to support this might include the following type:
• Blooming open house
• Fruit tasting and selection
• Chefs and food preparation event
• Landscape demonstration event
• Plant sales 

Facilities:
• Educational displays demonstration area
• Botanical garden planting

• Nursery growing area
• Introduction area
• Visitor Ramada 
• Gift shop, restrooms etc 

Source of Material:
• Cactus Rescue
• TCSS and other Society Donations
• Nurseries and Landscapers.
• Purchased specimens

Related activities:
• Web  and email site
• Online publishing 

Tucson would be great environment to have this dedicated facility.

If you are interested please attend an open planning meeting on
the Opuntoid Garden concept on Monday, June 7, 2010, 7 to
9pm,  Drachman Hall, College of Pharmacy, Room B111.  See
our website for map and details.

Thank you 

Dick Wiedhopf, President

Library Update
Rebutia

by John Pilbeam
From Bolivia and Argentina, Rebutias flower easy and are easy
to care for.  This book describes over 70 species accompanied
by photos showing their colorful flowers. Questionable names
and hybrids are located in the back of the book.

Water-wise Plants for the Southwest
by Nan Sterman, Mary Irish Judith Phillips and Joe Lamp’l

Edited by Diana Maranhao
From trees and bushes, vines and ground cover, perennials and
annuals, this book contains ideas to add to your cactus garden.
Listed by the common name, then botanical, each page
contains zone, form, growth and size, uses, soil and pests.
Includes a brief description, informational icons, cultivation and
shared species.  All listed plants are drought tolerant.

President’s Message Sonoran VIII Conference
Photos by Dick Weidhopf and Vonn Watkins



Please see our Website Calendar for the next
rescued cactus sale. They are scheduled at various

times during the year based on our inventory.

TCSS Club Members receive a 10% discount

Meetings are held on the first 
Thursday of each month.
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Junior League of Tucson, Kiva Bldg.
2099 E. River Road

River Road
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Thursday, June 3, 2010 7:00pm
Monthly Meeting, "Travels in Africa and Arabia: The
Genus Sansevieria" Presented by Bob Webb

Monday, June 7, 2010 7:00pm-9:00pm
Opuntia Garden Concept Meeting
Drachman Hall, U of A College of Pharmacy, Room B111

Tuesday, June 8, 2010 7:00pm
Board meeting at the U of A College of Pharmacy

May 2010

Thursday, June 3, 2010 at 7:00 PM

“Travels in Africa and Arabia: The Genus Sansevieria"
Presented by Bob Webb

Be sure to attend this program by Bob and Toni as they have put
together yet another great exploratory adventure. You don't want
to miss this presentation! 

Bob   has worked on land-use issues, landscape ecology and
conservation concerns of the southwestern United States and
Baja California for more than 30 years. For the past 12 years, he
has worked with Mexican government scientists on plant 
conservation issues in Baja California centering on cirio, cardon,
and other charismatic species that are iconic to the peninsula. He
has a Ph.D from the University of Arizona in Geosciences (1985)
and has worked for the National Research Program of the U.S.
Geological Survey for nearly 20 years. 

Bob Webb has collected succulent plants for about 20 years. For
his day job, he is a hydrologist with the U.S. Geological Survey in
Tucson; however, he has worked as a plant ecologist in the
southwestern United States and Baja, California for nearly 30
years. He's been traveling to the Arabian Peninsula and 
Africa since the mid-1990s and has visited Oman, Kenya, Socotra,
Yemen and South Africa in search of succulent plants. 

Bob has produced around 200 publications, including 12 books,
with many more on the way. Several of these books are
benchmark volumes on environmental change in the Mojave and
Sonoran Deserts. Bob Webb and Toni Yocum are owners of Arid
Lands Greenhouses at 3560 W. Bilby Road Tucson AZ 85746
Phone: (520) 883-9404.

TCSS BOARD
Officers

President: Richard Wiedhopf
885-6367

Vice President: Vonn Watkins
Secretary: Dave Moyer
Treasurer: Joe Frannea

Board of Directors:
(Ending Dec. 31, 2010)

Linda Bartlett
Martin (Marty) Harow

William (Bill) Hicks
John Swarbrick

(Ending Dec. 31, 2011)
Ed Bartlett

Mark Dimmitt
Joie Giunta

Bill Salisbury

(Ending Dec. 31, 2012)
Chris Monrad
Dale Johnson

Keimpe Bronkhorst

CSSA Affiliate Rep: 
Bill Holcombe (2011)

Cactus Rescue
cactusrescue@tucsoncactus.org

Cactus Rescue: Chris Monrad
Educational: Joe Frannea
Free Plants: Chris Monrad

Librarian: Joie Giunta
Programs: Vonn Watkins

    Refreshments: Patsy Frannea
Technology: Kevin Barber

Research Grants: Gerald Pine

Editor: Karen Keller
runbunny@cox.net

Deadline for copy: 15th of each month

TCSS Web Page: 
www.tucsoncactus.org

Webmaster: Keimpe Bronkhorst

Everyone is Welcome!
Bring your friends, join in the fun, 

and meet the cactus and 
succulent community.

June Refreshments
Those with family names beginning with 

Z, A, B, C, D, E, and F please bring your choice 
of refreshments to the meeting. Your generous
sharing will be greatly appreciated and enjoyed!

Thursday, July 1, 2010 
"Saguaro lightning strikes"

Presented by Carl Noggle

Free Plants and Door Prize
Stapelia asterias: 

They are a medium sized, stemmed stapelia with dark purple,
odiferous flat starfish shaped flowers about 4-5 inches across.  They
survive outside for years, with some die back during the coldest
winters.  They work well in pots or in the ground under cover of a tree
or shrub.

In Remembrance of
Maury Clapp

Long time member, TCSS past president
and good friend.

Our condolences to the family.




