	West Side lot bladed without OK 

City weighs action vs. developer; saguaros, ocotillos are removed 
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A developer graded a West Side lot without a permit Thursday, removing protected plants — including saguaros — giving city officials no opportunity to determine whether they could be salvaged. 

Mark Evers, the developer, said he thought his permits were in order. But city officials say he jumped the gun. They issued a stop-work order Friday and are investigating what citations and possible fines to issue. 

Hoback Properties LLC, represented by Evers, is the owner of 2010 W. Speedway, on the north side of Speedway, west of North Silverbell Road. 

Plans call for 35 to 40 townhomes on the 3.46-acre site. 

Neighbors of the site, including residents of La Lomita Apartments to the west, saw workers blading the site Thursday. The ungraded portion of the site is dotted with saguaros, palo verdes and ocotillos. 

"They were knocking them (the saguaros) down like bowling pins," said Sidney Adams, a manager at the apartment complex. Sure that it wasn't legal to simply blade a property, Adams said she frantically called every city number she could find. 

"If they want to take this land and develop it, great," Adams said. "But do it the right way." 

Development Services Director Ernie Duarte said the developer submitted a native-plant preservation plan that was approved on paper, but he didn't have a grading permit. 

That meant he shouldn't have removed any plants since his plan had not been verified by inspectors on site. The plan identified nine saguaros on the property, only two of which the developer said were salvageable. 

Duarte said city inspectors visited the site Friday. The two saguaros identified on the plan still were there, but there was no way to verify whether the other saguaros actually could have been saved because they already had been removed. 

Duarte said it appears 14 ocotillos also were removed. 

Adams said the workers loaded up the saguaros and other debris early Friday morning and continued working on the site. They left quickly when a television camera crew arrived at midday. 

Roughly an acre was scraped clean and a hole was excavated in the middle of the graded area. The northern part of the lot wasn't graded yet. 

Duarte said the saguaros "were identified as not salvageable on paper, but we were not able to evaluate that. We are assessing what level of citation to go for." 

The developer could be fined for grading without a permit. Removing any protected plants is a separate zoning violation. 

Evers said he would discuss the issue with his engineer. He said he thought he had a permit. 

"We've been working on this with the city for three years, going around and around on what we could do," he said. "We know it's a sensitive piece of property, and nobody wants to take out any more than we have to. But a significant amount of dirt is going to get moved." 

Councilman José Ibarra said he was shocked when he saw the site and wants the city to pursue the largest fine possible. 

"All the rules and policies that mayor and council have put in place to preserve our native vegetation were ignored," he said. "They bladed it flat. We just cannot let this happen. The saguaro they knocked down is not something we can bring back." 

Ibarra said he wants the city to establish an emergency number for serious zoning violations that require a quick response. 

"By the time we got out there, most of the damage had been done," he said. 

Duarte said residents who are concerned about activity should call Development Services at 791-5550 or Neighborhood Resources at 792-CITY. 

● Contact reporter Erica Meltzer at 807-7790 or emeltzer@azstarnet.com. 
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No excuse for reckless blading 
Re: the Feb. 3 article "West Side lot bladed without OK." 

Over the past seven years the Tucson Cactus and Succulent Society has rescued more than 31,000 cacti and other succulent plants from local areas that were about to be developed, at no cost or liability to the developer or owner, and has found new homes for these plants in the Tucson area. It is easy for anyone to find out more information at www.Tucsoncactus.org and click on Cactus Rescue. 

There is no excuse to destroy these wonderful plants that are decades old when there is a proven free alternative to just blading them. We hold several sales during the year, and from the proceeds of these rescue plant sales we provide small grants to K-12 teachers for classroom projects about cacti and succulent plants. Everyone should win as the Tucson area is developed. 

Richard M. Wiedhopf 
President, Tucson Cactus and Succulent Society, Tucson 
